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Regarding the Question of Shalem
Majestic Man

A student suggested at the last Town Hall
Meeting that we should "take a step back and
ask what our mission is," that is, our vision - or,
if you will, what the entirety of Shalem College
aspires to be. (On the name “Town Hall Meeting”
we can discuss on a different occasion.) Professor
Roberts agreed that this was an excellent
question, that it really should be further
clarified, that resolving this question is best for
the future of the institution. Indeed, both are
right. But who will arrange the inquiry, and
more importantly - who will establish the
mission? Who is responsible for the task at hand:
the board whose very body is abroad, the third-
floor staff whose heads are in the US, the second-
floor faculty whose own wisdoms stay attached
to their own desks, or the students who barely
manage to set one foot in the front door entrance
by the time the next foot leaves the back door of
Student Hall, towards the back gate?

We are unable to appoint a particular individual
that will resolve this issue. But if you urge us,
we will agree to discuss the Shalem situation for
ourselves, out of a purely journalistic mission,
and try, perhaps, to paint in our minds what is
next expected on the rail road of which the
wagons of Shalem College rattle today. Let’s say

you urged us.
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An attentive ear to hallway téte-a-tétes is aware
that many students feel alienated by new trends
being woven around them. In the
aforementioned THM, Professor Roberts
discussed the "necessary changes to the core
curriculum in favor of improving the
experience," and seems to have meant changes
such as compressing Leon's history course to one
year. A crueler fate befell India studies, that
from a compulsory course in Humanities were
pushed to that of a mere enrichment course with
zero credit points. Gender studies have also been
cut. These changes join a broader move that
Professor Roberts called "ideal" in his public
discussion, which is to shorten the degree in its

entirety to three years (and maybe another half).

It is understandable that these changes result
from a desire to attract more students. First-
and second-year students can testify how much
the pandemic has oppressed their willingness
(that was surprising from the get-go), that of
good, healthy and intelligent young men and
women, to commit to frontal studies in one place
for four consecutive years. The abridgement of
the degree intends to entice light-footed and
short-sighted foals to gallop to our stables. The
motivation is proper, and in-itself there is no
reason for flaw. There is flaw, however, in the
changes themselves. They imply another motive,
which may not be an explicit policy of our
institution, albeit its symptoms have been felt by
students. We may roughly define it as the
consequence of a decision in favor of a one face

of Shalem over another.






A
NN ME2I%w 101915 19IKY 1902 oATNaD KT
SV KDQ I VTN IR VAT TOYW TR 0K
NTIIX 22K - (7N P177) DMON Yyaya oW NX Ny
Yyaym nX Dwa1bw 0wiaKy piva PRt 1NIR No;n
,07M0 W N33 NIMD12 P DONDY XD Pt Qv
PwW NI90 T .0TINK DWW SW DOTYNTA KOX
DXYDX? K121 0P YW DIYAYT 7T OMNpn 02
VMR DMWY 1T TN TN AW WX MY
nanna 2dynno Ty ond ww DwWwaR  pran
NMNYNT AW YW NWRIT 0T Nbynonw

MNKNT KA1 T TN W N2pnniT TnRYIn
723K N7115N YW 010125709 05w ©12%70i YW RPN
DWARK MKITTMS 197000 Sw IR nunw mawnn®
NANAR TDPWT NP1 Y2pD 1¥ 17w NIWOINIT 1771 15ya
DA TR 7¥77 ,71K1) 29ynit nawnn Sw amwpn Sy
X7 DNiT - ININTIDW Nawnn Sy NMybwit K Npn?
N NR 227 KD DX 21T TTIND 071pa prva amar
MM 0P AW MU Dy 0Mpn YW Dpwnni
TAR DIPR2 MY YOKY (PRwInn me1oynn Sw
SRR AKINDY

2.

It is worth briefly mentioning the political
nature of these changes. The trend we have
pointed out paints Shalem in a certain color
(olive green?), whether knowingly or not, — and
effectively and specifically makes it inviting for
individuals who wear this color well. Damage
done will not only amount in an increased
presence of military-minded humdrums, but in
the absence of other potential applicants. The
hand of management who neglects the course on
gender, the reduction of an introductory course
in Islam and the light-heartedness of the
institution towards India studies may alienate
people who would otherwise remain a bit longer
in areas that branch off from mainstream
Western thought, out of genuine curiosity and

intrigue.

The result this trend forewarns will be the
renovated resemblance of our college’s syllabus
to that of the Argaman Institute for
Conservative Thought, or of the dJewish
Statesmanship Center. People with an
inclination for the Humanities, who would like
to acquire a different perspective on the contexts
of Western thought will need to search for a
different home and a different degree. (Say that
one of them wishes to explore the effects on
Schopenhauer's thought - would he or she not
rightly choose the course on Indian Studies?
Would they not uncover even more similarities
and points of appreciation with assistance from
methodologies learned in the core classes of

Modern Philosophy?)
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3.

And why should candidates give up an
opportunity offered by Shalem? The answer is
simple: there are other, excellent and
prestigious programs. Had Shalem sought solely
to become an impressive route to a successful life
and profession, it would have lost his right to
exist. Others do it better: The Amirim and
Lautman programs offer academic stature and
scholarships, alongside more flexible and
multidisciplinary curricula than that of Shalem.
Reichman University (infamously called "Rich
Man University") assures its students a
respectable addition to their resume, and paves
a convenient path to glamorous careers and
positions  of influence. Those seeking
personalized studies that can go hand in hand
with a dynamic lifestyle, or an interesting
degree that can be completed in a short period of
time, will find what they seek at the Open
University. Why choose Shalem?



